
SCSS  CONFERENCE 2026 SCHEDULE 
(All conference sessions, except for the Friday evening banquet and Saturday lunch, will 
be held in the O’Malley Center Atrium, SIH, and OC buildings. The times below are set. 
(Room assignments are subject to change but will appear in the final conference packet 
that attendees will pick up at the registration/check-in table.) 
 
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 23rd 
 
9:00 a.m. - 9:55 a.m. -  Catholic Social Science Review  Editorial Board Meeting - BR 32 
 
10:00 a.m. - 11:45 a.m. - SCSS Board of Directors Meeting - BR 32 
 
11:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. - Registration and Refreshments - O’Malley Center Atrium 
 
12:00 p.m. - 12:45 p.m. - The University has a Mass at this time in Regina Marie Stella 
Chapel in Rodman Hall – Celebrant: Fr. Maurice Emelu 
 
If conference attendees wish to get lunch, the cafeteria is in the Lombardo Student 
Center. 
 
1:15 p.m. - 1:40 p.m. - Opening Prayer, Welcome, and Introductory Remarks - SIH 226   
Fr. Emelu, the Dean’s Office, and Stephen M. Krason (SCSS President) 
 
1:45 p.m. - 3:15 p.m. 
 

Session 1A: “Catholic Education” - SIH 226   
●​ “Remoralizing the Professoriate: Recovering the Goods of Academic Life” - 

James J. Dillon (Ave Maria University)  
●​ “An Analysis of Mission, Marketing, and Product Strategies for Christian 

Universities” - John Larrivee (Mount St. Mary's University), Neil Watson (Hillsdale 
College), and John Paul Heil (Mount St. Mary's University)  

●​ “Statesmanship in the Art of Headmastering: An Aristotelian Account of Catholic 
School Governance” - Christopher Goffos (Hillsdale College)  

●​ Moderator: Peter Cytanovic VI (Catholic University of America) 
 

Session 1B: “The American South and the Catholic Faith” - OC 201  
●​  “The Thought of John C. Calhoun and Subsidiarity” - Ezekiel Loseke (Angelo 

State University)  
●​ “Art, the American South, and Catholicism” - Jacob Burns (Hillsdale College)  
●​ “Jansenism and the American South” - Christian Warner (Angelo State 

University)  
●​ Moderator: Cynthia Nolan (American Military University) 

 



 
 
 

Session 1C: “Technology” - OC 203   
●​ “Byung-Chul Han, Augustine, and the Politics of Inactivity” - Robert Wyllie 

(Ashland University)  
●​ “Forming Leaders for AI-Mediated Organizations: A Jesuit Perspective on Human 

Dignity, Discernment, and Responsible Leadership” - Rosanna Miguel (John 
Carroll University) and Dennis Doverspike (University of Akron)  

●​ Moderator: Natalie Lindemann (William Paterson University) 
 

3:30 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
 

Session 2A: “Man and the State” - OC 201   
●​ “Sin and Criminal Punishment in the Catholic Tradition” - Vincent D'Angelo 

(Hillsdale College)  
●​ “That They Be One: St. Robert Bellarmine on the Duty of Rulers to Defend True 

Religion” - Alexander McDougall (Hillsdale College)  
●​ “I Did Nothing Wrong: How a Man Can Act Justly in an Unjust Regime” - Benedict 

Coughlin (Hillsdale College)  
●​ Moderator: Adam Tate (Clayton State University) 

 
Panel 2B: “Modern Banking” - OC 203   

●​ “Usury, Money Creation, and Modern Banking Through a Thomistic Lens” 
●​ Panelists: Drew Blazsik (Heidelberg University), Michael Humphreys (Domuni 

Universitas), and Matthew Coughlin (Catholic Economic Forum)  
●​ Moderator: Mike Parrott (Benedictine College) 

 
5:15 p.m. - 6:45 p.m. 
 

Session 3A: “Psychology and Faith” - OC 201  
  

●​ “Navigating the Night: The Spirituality of John of the Cross and the Struggle with 
Clinical Depression” - Philip Franco (St. John University)  

●​ “Beyond Instruction: Participation and Practice Predict Eucharistic Belief” - 
Natalie Lindemann (William Paterson University)  

●​ Moderator: John M. Kainer (University of the Incarnate Word) 
 

Panel 3B: “America 250” - OC 212  
●​  “Catholics and America at 250”  
●​ Panelists: Jerome Foss (St. Vincent College), Steven J. Brust (Eastern New 

Mexico University), Kody Cooper (University of Tennessee Knoxville), and Adam 
Tate (Clayton State University)  

●​ Panel Chairman: Steven J. Brust (Eastern New Mexico University) 



 
 

Session 3C: “Euthanasia” - OC 203   
●​ “A New Argument Against Physician Assisted Suicide Based on a 

Phenomenological Elucidation of the Essence of Bullying” - Peter J. Colosi (Salve 
Regina University)  

●​ “Inviting Self-Harm with Promises of Self-Destruction: The Cautionary Tale of 
Noelia Castillo Ramos and the Intrinsic Perils of Legal Euthanasia” - Jacqueline 
H. Abernathy (The Society of Saint Sebastian)  

●​ Moderator: George Isajin (Private Practice Internal Medicine (ret)) 
 
7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.   
 

Banquet - Jardine Room  
●​ Speaker: Patrick Deneen, University of Notre Dame, will receive the SCSS’s 

Pope Pius Award for Contributions toward the Building Up of a True Catholic 
Social Science.  

●​ Clark Massey, founder of A Simple House, will receive the SCSS’s Blessed 
Frederic Ozanam Award for Catholic Social Action. 

 
 

 
 
 
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 24th  
 
7:45 a.m. - 8:00 a.m. - Registration and Hospitality - OC 214 
 
8:00 a.m. - 9:30 a.m. 
 

Session 1A: “Immigration and Catholic Social Teaching” - OC 201   
●​ “Balancing Human Dignity and National Sovereignty: A Catholic Perspective on 

the Role of Immigration and Custom Enforcement Officers during the Trump 
Administration” - William Moravits (Texas State University)  

●​ “Justice Between Nations: Accounting for the Social Cost of Migration in Search 
of Work” - Mariah Webinger (John Carroll University) and Brian Saxton (John 
Carroll University)  

●​ “SCSS series: Current Public and Cultural Questions - Immigration, Development 
and Trade” - Steven Nakrosis (Dow Jones Financial Newswires)  

●​ “Distorting the Rule of Law: Algorithmic Media, Public Perception, and the 
Realities of Immigration Processing and Enforcement” - Lucia Luzondo 
(Benedictine College)  

●​ Moderator: James J. Dillon (Ave Maria University) 
 



 
Session 1B: “Catholic Social Teaching and the Social Question” - OC 203   

●​ “The Social Encyclicals and Spirituality in the Social Question” - Rick Coronado 
(Benedictine College) 

●​ “Moral Realism: “The World”” - Andrew Essig (DeSales University)  
●​ “From Labor to Lifelong Vocation: A Catholic Social Teaching Perspective on 

Retirement, Resource Dynamics, and Human Flourishing” - Miguel R. 
Olivas-Luján (Pennsylvania Western University) and Gerard Beenen (California 
State University, Fullerton)  

●​ Moderator: Peter Cytanovic VI (Catholic University of America) 
 

Session 1C: “The Family” - OC 212   
●​ “Fertility and the Future: The Role of Hopefulness in Declining Birth Rates” - 

Cynthia Nolan (American Military University)  
●​ “The Eclipse of the Human Person: The “Three-Stranded Braid” of Identity-Based 

Critical Theories and the Crisis of the Family: A Catholic Interdisciplinary 
Analysis” - Lucia Luzondo (Benedictine College)  

●​ “Incentives, Family, and Solidarity: Evaluating Social Security Via Catholic Social 
Teaching” - Levi Russell (University of Kansas)  

●​ Moderator: Mary McDonald (Cleveland State University) 
 

9:45 a.m. - 11:15 a.m. 
 

Session 2A: “Governance and Compensation” - OC 201  
●​ “Contemporary Franchise Systems as a Privatized Reconstruction of Guild 

Governance Functions” - Mike Parrott (Benedictine College)  
●​ “Compensation in Employment, Biblical Considerations” - Miguel R. Olivas-Luján 

(Pennsylvania Western University) and Sergio M. Madero Gómez (Tecnológico 
de Monterrey) 

●​ “The Irrelevance of Time Preference for Usury: Eugene von Bohm meets St. 
Thomas Aquinas” - Michael Humphreys (Domuni Universitas)  

●​ “Ancient Usury and Modern Predatory Lending” - Gabriel X. Martinez (Ave Maria 
University)  

●​ Moderator: Douglas Meador (University of Saint Francis) 
 

Session 2B: “Catholicism and History” - OC 203   
●​ “Where Does Catholicism Fit?: Historians and Religion in the Early-Nineteenth 

Century South” - Adam Tate (Clayton State University)  
●​ “The Price of Toleration: The Thompson–Weninger Exchange and the Catholic 

Concession to Liberal America” - Hanael Bianchi (Howard Community College)  
●​ Moderator: Ronald Rychlak (The University of Mississippi School of Law) 

 
 
 



Session 2C: “Justice between nations” - OC 212   
●​ “Reinterpreting Colonialism in the Light of Catholic Social Teaching” - Germain 

McKenzie (Catholic Pacific College)  
●​ “Pope Francis as a Unique World Leader: Promoting Catholic Social Teaching to 

Address Global Issues” - Nicomedes B. Alviar (University of Asia and the Pacific)  
●​ Moderator: Steven Nakrosis (Dow Jones Financial Newswires) 

 
11:30 a.m. - 1:00 pm   

 
Lunch and Keynote: Jardine Room  

●​ “Crucibles: How Faith and Science Help Us Navigate Suffering” - Benjamin 
Baran, (Cleveland State University)   
 

1:15 p.m. - 2:00 p.m.  
 
Discipline Section Meetings    

●​ Economics/Business: John Larrivee - OC 201    
●​ History: Kevin Schmiesing - OC 203    
●​ Philosophy/Theology/Health Care Ethics: Robert Fastiggi - OC 212    
●​ Political Science: Kenneth Grasso - OC 112    
●​ Psychology/Psychiatry/Mental Health/Social Work: John Nelson - OC 113    
●​ Sociology: Fr. Paul Sullins - OC 116 

 
2:00 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. 
 

Session 3A: “Politics and Community” - OC 201   
●​ “Personalism and the Concept of the Political Community: The Contribution of 

Dietrich von Hildebrand’s Metaphysics of Community” - Mary Imparato (Belmont 
Abbey College)  

●​ “Plato on the Possibility of the Best Two Lives Becoming One: Can the Life of 
Philosophic Inquiry be Unified with the Active Life of Politics?” - Carlyle Angelo 
Foja (Hillsdale College) 

●​ “Labor’s Promise to Citizenship: John A. Ryan’s Theory of Industrial Democracy 
in the American Republic” - Peter Cytanovic VI (Catholic University of America)  

●​ “Superman, Heroism, and the Natural Law” - Aaron Kushner (Arizona State 
University) 

●​ Moderator: Robert Wyllie (Ashland University) 
 
 

 



Session 3B: “CST and the Academy” - OC 203   
●​ “The Encyclicals of Pius X: A Roadmap for Today’s Social Scientist” - Bob 

Houston (Eastern Kentucky University)  
●​ “Catholic Social Doctrine and A New Economic Paradigm After the Neoliberal 

Consensus” - Bill Murphy (University of St. Mary of the Lake/Mundelein 
Seminary)  

●​ “Anomie, Solidarity, and the Sacred: A Durkheimian Case for Catholic Academic 
Freedom” - John M. Kainer (University of the Incarnate Word)  

●​ Moderator: Vincent D'Angelo (Hillsdale College) 
 
Session 3C: War and Politics – OC 212 

●​ “Just War, Odious Debt and Government Loans” - Steven Nakrosis (Dow Jones 
Financial Newswires) 

●​ “The Independence of Politics in Aquinas’ On Kingship and the Treatise on Law” - 
Tim Polelle (Hillsdale College) 

●​ “How Consistent Were Papal Teachings on Just War Theory in the 20th and 21st 
Centuries?” - Jacek Lubecki (Georgia Southern University) and David Reichardt 
(Komenius University) 

●​ Moderator: Andrew Essig (DeSales University) 
 

3:45 p.m. - 5:15 p.m. 
 
Session 4A: “Magnifica Humanitas” - OC 201   

●​ “Pope Leo XIV's Understanding of Catholic Social Doctrine in Relation to 
American Alternatives” - Bill Murphy (Initiative for Social Catholicism and a Better 
Kind of Politics) 

●​ “On the Theocentric Root and End of Human Dignity Implied in Magnifica 
Humanitas” - Anthony Cabrera (Ave Maria University) 

●​ “Embodied Humanity and the Transhumanist Temptation: Augustine and 
Magnifica Humanitas” - Christina Graziano JD (Salve Regina University) 

●​ Moderator: Christopher Goffos (Hillsdale College) 

Session 4B: “The United States” - OC 203   
●​ “The Natural-Law Foundations of the Constitutional Order: United States and 

Poland” - Ronald Rychlak (The University of Mississippi School of Law)  
●​ “A Catholic Crusader in The Old North State: The Life and Political Thought of 

William Gaston” - Laurence B. Reardon (Belmont Abbey College)  
●​ “Ambiguous Allegiance? What Believers Have Yet to Learn from MacIntyre’s 

Writings on Patriotism as a Virtue and the Authority of the Modern Liberal State” - 
Leonard Ferry (Niagara College)  

●​ Moderator: David Dieteman (Penn State Behrend) 
 

5:15 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. - Social - O’Malley Center Atrium  
 

END OF CONFERENCE 



Key 
BR = Bruening Hall (located in lower level of Boler College of Business) 
OC = O’Malley Center  
SIH = Saint Ignatius Hall 
Rodman Chapel is located on the main floor of Rodman Hall 
O’Malley Center Atrium is located on the lower level of the O’Malley Center 
Jardine Room is located in the Lombardo Student Center 
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